The motion put forward by the Atheist Society to ban the sale of products containing Halal or Kosher meat in the union has met with unbounded criticism since being positively laughed out of the LUUC referendum meeting. Many members of the Atheist Society feel that this is not about the nature of the motion itself, but to do with the false presumptions and massive misrepresentations surrounding the society. 

The Leeds Student issued on the 14th November provided a fine example of the misrepresentation that the society constantly faces. The article ‘Controversy marrs Union Council decisions’ informed the student body that the proposed motion was “Should LUU ban ethical meat?” when A-Soc were actually calling for a ban on UN-ethical meat. Simple typographical error or not, the writers of the article were aligning the word ‘ethical’ with ‘religious’, making it appear as though the Atheist Society, as non-believers, sought to ban that which is morally good. Furthermore, Norman Ralph (not Ralph Norman) and Chris Worfolk were misquoted, casting them in a negative light and the claim that their evidence was derived entirely from Youtube was a fabrication. The article was disappointingly biased.

One of the main motivations behind the creation of the Leeds Atheist Society was to provide a support network and a voice for non-religious students, which includes getting involved in campaigns over issues that its members care about. The recent controversy however, shows that they are unable to do this in a Union that disregards and even mocks the secular voice. 

The Atheist Society have encountered various forms of prejudice, one being the Union’s refusal to publish an event that they ran at the start of the year in their events listings for fear that it would offend too many students. This kind of attitude has led members of the society to avoid wearing their A-Soc hoodies outside of meetings, or even to lie about their religious background when questioned. 
The President of the Islamic Society was quoted as having said: “Leeds University is a diverse and vibrant union that prides itself on the fact that whatever your religious background you are welcome here”. This certainly stands true so long as you are of a religious faith- if you are openly Atheist, you are not welcome at all. Whilst the Atheist Society is accused of being intolerant of religion, it would appear that it suffers far more from intolerance than most faith and culture societies. 
Far from being intolerant of religion, the Atheist Society has made many attempts to run interfaith events with varying success. On Tuesday the 18th they hosted an interfaith panel, with representatives from diverse religious groups including Buddhist meditation and Sikhism who explained their belief systems and participated in a Q & A session. This was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended, as the event was based on the idea of mutual respect and education, rather than conversion.
The Atheist Society would like to extend the invitation to anyone who is interested in interfaith matters to come to their future events and see that they really are one of the friendliest societies on campus. They aim to show through these events, starting with ‘Perspective’ in the New Year, that they are willing to debate over different points of view, but never abuse.
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