Hi, I’m Sophie Stringfellow, President of Leeds Atheist Society 2009-2010 and I’m very excited about the year ahead! I hope to give you a bit of an introduction to the society in this leaflet. 

Who we are
Despite our name, not all of us are atheists. We’re a diverse group of people connected by our desire to question the world around us, to appreciate its beauty and to live life to the full. Our aim is to maintain the secular voice on campus that we have established over the last four years. I believe that we are one of the most inclusive societies on campus, so come along and you will always be made to feel welcome.
What we do

You can always count on us to provide something good to fill your Tuesday evenings. We meet at 7pm upstairs in the Union (Meeting Room 3, the Arc) and offer a wide range of events including fascinating talks, debates, quiz and games nights and our brand new series of workshops, ‘The Movie Goer’s Guide To…’. These meetings spill out into the pub or the nearest karaoke bar for our weekly social.
We also plan to take you on lots of fun trips out of the union this year, such as a haunted graveyard tour in Haworth, Bonfire Night at Roundhay Park, a treasure hunt in the forest and our annual (very cheap!) weekend away in London which will be bigger and better than ever. 
There are several special events to look forward to, such as Darwin Day, the Galileo Day feast, Flying Spaghetti Monster church services and a Séance. Our flagship event is Reason Week, a week in which we take over the grass opposite the Union and run events all day.
We run three courses, one per term, which are always very well attended, partly because we offer a free meal with every session! One Life provides a secular take on important issues like the meaning of life, ethics and morality, truth and beauty and what happens when we die. Perspective offers a rough guide to the major religious groups on campus and will certainly help you to understand those around you. A different guest speaker each week will introduce you to their central beliefs and answer all those burning questions. The Answers course helps non-believers to express their views with more articulacy.

On a National Level…

June 2008 saw Leeds Atheist Society take a leading role in establishing the National Federation of Atheist, Humanist and Secular Student Societies (the AHS), a national umbrella organisation that will help co-ordinate all the free-thinking student groups across the country. Last year we hosted the AHS national conference and continue to play a major part in shaping its activities across the country.

Contact Us

There are plenty of ways for you to get in touch, whether for information or just to talk:
Web: http://leeds.atheistsoc.org
Email: leeds@atheistsoc.org
Facebook: Search for Atheist Society

You can also grab one of the committee or speak to your mentor at any time!
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What is Atheism?

Atheism is a lack of a belief in a god or gods. Some atheists choose to interpret this actively as meaning “I believe there is no god”, while others simply do not have a belief. Most atheists accept there is a slim possibility that there may be a god, whilst maintaining that it is very unlikely, therefore the terms atheist and agnostic are fairly interchangeable.

You may also hear the terms humanism, which means you recognise the possibility of living a good and happy life without religion, secularism,  which involves the idea that church and state should be separate and rationalism, where you hold that all beliefs should be grounded in evidence and reason.

