1. Thank you to DUS for inviting me
a. It’s very rare I get to show off how bad this hair style looks in black tie so I always try and make such opportunities

2. I would like to open my speech by reminding everyone that this debate was settled earlier this year when Professor Hawking officially declared that god was in fact not there. However, for the purposes of debate…
3. 
The bad in religion
a. But what standard are we measuring against? A poor one
b. Most atheists are atheists because they have lost faith in religion
c. Not just the regular bad stuff like the Crusades, Inquisition, witch trials
d. Not just the persecution of homosexuals, of women, of atheists and of people who believe slightly different things about the same religion
e. The worst thing is what the religions do to their own followers
f. Concepts such as sin
i. Someone watching you at all times
ii. The idea of a thought crime
iii. In my work I’ve met homeless people, drug addicts, domestic abusive victims – and none of it was anywhere near as heartbreaking as watching my best friend tear herself apart because every time she would give in to “temptation” she would beat herself up over what Jesus would think
iv. The core message here is “you’re not good enough to do it without god”
v. Few messages are so apt as Ariane Sherine’s atheist bus campaign “there’s probably no god, now stop worrying, and enjoy your life”
g. And controlling our sex lives
i. From an evolution point of view, the meaning of life is to reproduce and so from that perspective it is beneficial for us to have as much sex as possible
ii. No wonder then that our bodies are conditioned to feel no great pleasure, no feeling of ecstasy, than sexual climax
iii. And religions tell us who and when we can experience this. What more sinister method of control could there be?
4. 
The good in religion
a. Even when religion is part of something good, like the civil rights movement or the end of slavery is normally fighting against a different part of religion
i. It would be like the Catholic church rolling out a banner saying they had done more to cut down child sex abuse than anyone else
ii. As John Stewart says “Religion. It gives people hope, in a world torn apart by religion.”
b. Religion does not inspire it’s followers to do good
i. In mandating them, it takes away the moral aspect
ii. Why can’t people just be good? Why do they need to be threatened with divine punishment to be good people?
c. I also find it condescending
i. There is nothing worse than deciding on a moral action (something small like doing a friend a favour), only to have someone else suggest you do it
ii. I feel robbed when that happens, as if my moral action now seems to have been there idea which I am only begrudgingly doing because they suggested it
d. We don’t need religion to tell us to be good
i. You don’t need to teach a child the Golden Rule
ii. You don’t need the parable of the Good Samaritan to tell you to help a badly beaten man on the street – I hope!
iii. Morality is inherent – or are we really supposed to believe that until Moses came down the mountain with the Ten Commandments nobody knew that murder and rape were wrong?
e. Nor does religion produce any unique good
i. Christopher Hitchens: “Give me one act that has been performed by a religious person that could not have been performed by a non-believer.”
ii. Flip the situation and there is much evil that can only be justified by an absolute and unquestionable belief that there is an afterlife
iii. As Steven Weinberg said: “With or without religion, you would have good people doing good things and evil people doing evil things. But for good people to do evil things, that takes religion.”
f. Religious charities have done much good it’s true
g. However, if religion is to take responsibility for the good it’s followers do – it must also take responsibility for the bad. And that is a big task…
i. It is no more credible to pick and choose the deeds you wish to associate with your religion than it is when you pick and choose which morals are actually moral from your own religion text
h. Are we really supposed to believe that without religion, Christians wouldn’t give to charity?
i. “No, I’m keeping my money,” after all, those prostitutes don’t fund themselves as Ted Haggard well knows
5. 
So do we have faith in religion?
a. The quote that comes to mind…
b. Doug McLeod: “I still say a church with a steeple with a lightening rod on top shows a lack of confidence.”
c. Personally, I see no reason to, based on religions track record
6. Conclusion to part one
a. What standard we are measuring atheism against? An awful one
b. If achieving this level is all it takes to have faith in atheism, then atheism has already passed
c. But can atheism achieve a higher standard?
7. 
How can you build an atheist worldview?
a. It might not even be that nice – “so when you die you just rot in the ground? Isn’t that depressing?”
b. This isn’t the worldview I see, but even if it was, what effect would this have on the truth?
c. Actually, I see a worldview which, unlike religion, actually does put some faith in humanity. I see a worldview where we believe people can and will do the right thing without cohesion, or threats of divine punishment but simply because it’s the right thing to do.
d. An atheist is someone who doesn’t need the crutch of religion to tell them to do the right thing
e. As Mike Lake says “an atheist is someone who has no spiritual or emotional need for religion”
8. Positive atheism
a. There is much awe, wonder and transcendental experience to be had from the universe
b. Spinoza or Einstein’s god
c. Victor Strenger: The feeling of awed wonder that science can give us is one of the highest experiences of which the human psyche is capable. It is a deep aesthetic passion to rank with the finest that music and poetry can deliver. It is truly one of the things that make life worth living and it does so, if anything, more effectively if it convinces us that the time we have for living is quite finite.
d. This appreciation of the universe, to me, doesn’t seem to be present in religion
e. Carl Sagan: "How is it that hardly any major religion has looked at science and concluded, 'This is better than we thought! The Universe is much bigger than our prophets said, grander, more subtle, more elegant'? Instead they say, 'No, no, no! My god is a little god, and I want him to stay that way.’”
9. 
The bad in atheism
a. Of course atheists have done bad things, but there is no evidence atheism leads to evil, no scriptures to ground this in nor justifiable reason that acts such as martyrdom can ever be justified in the atheist world view
b. It isn’t the fact that if you choose to attribute Hitler’s actions to the fact he was an atheist, you could equally do so to his vegetarianism, nor the fact that he explicitly described himself as a Christian in his writings that make such claims as atheism was responsible for his actions nonsense
c. But the more core point is that nobody has ever done these things in the name of atheism. Nobody has ever said “my atheism lead me to commit this atrocity”
d. Nor could they justify how their atheism lead them to that conclusion, because it is simply a rejection, on the balance of evidence, of theism – not a set of absolute claims about reality
10. 
The good in atheism
a. To say atheism doesn’t have a long history of ethical culture is rubbish
b. Secular Hall in Leicester, South Place Ethical Society at Conway Hall
c. Or the towering structure of the New York Society for Ethical Culture in Central Park West
d. Not to mention that so many of the people who shaped our society were free thinkers
e. Einstein, Galileo, Copernicus, Darwin (sort of), the Founding Fathers
i. These people followed a secular route and stood up against the dogma of religion
f. So where is the people doing good work in the name of atheism, the charities, the communities?
i. I do not buy that acts such as charity and community are inherently religious, these can equally be implemented in a secular environment
ii. But the fact is, atheists don’t feel the need to label it as atheist – nor want it labelled as that, most just want secular charities and organisations
g. Sense of community
i. As much as you can get it from church
ii. As BHA chief exec Andrew Copson says, you can get it from photography society or Star Trek conventions
h. Similarly with charity
i. Atheists give a lot to charity – I’ll come on to the stats later
ii. It’s a good job we don’t let religion simply pick good deeds which happen to have been Christian. Or we could say…
iii. It would be easy to say “Oh, Bill Gates is an atheist and he funded the wealthiest charity in the world.” So I will.
iv. But people don’t want “atheist” charities, they just want secular charities, such as Unicef, Amnesty or WaterAid
11. 
The New Atheism
a. Atheists are beginning to do things in the name of atheism
b. Kiva.net statistics on how atheists give more
i. The atheist group has over 12,000 members making it the biggest
ii. The second biggest being Christians with less than 6,000 members
iii. And these are only the people who explicitly want to call themselves atheist
c. You can get a sense of community
d. Greg Epstein, God Without God congregations
i. This is the new Humanism
e. In Leeds we have thriving communities with two humanist groups, skeptics, atheists – it’s like herding cats
i. You can really tell a movement has come of age when no one can agree
ii. But what I find most inspiring is the crossover – you wouldn’t get that on church
iii. They all set off to complete with each other holding their meetings to talk to god at the same time – his day off
f. In 2008, David Cameron said “there was no such thing as a humanist soup kitchen”
i. Which is really interesting, given I run a humanist soup kitchen
ii. It’s run by the Humanist Action Group
iii. A group set up to inspire people to follow their humanist values
iv. And they do – 67% of our volunteers are on a waiting list at the moment because we can’t coordinate activities fast enough!
12. 
Faith in atheism
a. So the quote unquote faith I have in atheism is no an absolute nor is it a “leap of faith”
b. It is a reasoned, evidence based trust that is self evidence in our society
c. Be in that people managed to avoid killing each other before the Ten Commandments
d. Or today where the new atheist movement is continuing a long traditional of ethical societies and contributing to the already primarily secular third sector
13. 
Conclusion
a. So what does it mean to have faith in atheism?
b. It means to have faith in humanity
c. In science, in evidence, in reason
d. If we say there is no god, and we are answerable only to ourselves, the question before us is, do we have faith in human beings to do the right thing to act morality?
e. I believe we do
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