Debating the Theists
Introduction
About me
· Thank you for inviting me up to speak
· I’m Chris Worfolk, actually Rev (next slide)
· Last time I was in Durham was Reason Week
· Close to Yorkshire, so might not need a translator
Atheist CV
· That’s me and Ariane
· Go through the list of organisations
· My history with the AHS
· About CWF, founded in 2009, promoting humanism
· We’re a registered charity, but Copson hates us
Leeds Atheist Society
· Founded LAS in 2006
· We’re not the most active student society
· Events we pioneered and courses
· Reason Week, Weekend Away, Summer Camping
· Campaigns, student support, charity work
University of Leeds
· 33,000 students, 85th in the world, best union
· Different to a collegiate university
· Politics controlled by I-Soc and J-Soc, interfaith rep
· I-Soc’s hate of us
· 300 Christian Union members, half of them active
Christian Union
· Meeting the Christian Union and their fake smiles
· Christianity Explored, Bible study, House Party, church
· Rock Church, The Message
· My experiences vs Michelle’s
· How openly blunt they are about their beliefs
Pure course
· A course on sex and relationships
· Because if there is one group of people qualified to talk about sex
· Why many Christian Union’s have been kicked off campus
· UCCF policy is that they follow UCCF policy though
The talk
· Given this talk a few times, gets worse every time as I remove content and add more jokes in
· Jokes won’t work because they are for Yorkshire people, and we enjoy jokes about pies and the textile industry
· Leeds is a great city though – 7/7 bombers
· Quick overview of arguments, for newbie’s
· It won’t cover everything, or in great detail, but should be a starting point
· I love fresher’s
· I love convincing them that in Yorkshire, we just call it a pudding
· If you know all this, go to the pub now
· Philosophy, religion then science
· I’m going to concentrate on Christianity
· I hope you enjoy it
· If badly, I’ll pull it back with cheap bags about the Labour party
· And Red Ed, son of a communist
· Daily Mail “does it matter Ed is an atheist?”
Don’t argue
· It’s an inherent problem with irrational people
· Should we be using emotive arguments?
· Sometimes, just let them speak (Nick Griffin on Question Time)
· Just date them instead
Just date them instead
· I really do love talking about Jesus
· Two angles you can play
· Atheist, turning Christian
· Or homosexual needing help
· Which doesn ‘t exist of course…
True Freedom Trust
· Explain what the True Freedom Trust is
· Ted Haggard
· Male prostitute and drugs
· I wrote him a letter
Call them on bad arguments
· Anecdotes are not arguments
· Circular arguments
· Challenge those presuppositions
Logical fallacies
· From ignorance: we don’t know – so god did it!
· Slippery slope: If we allow people out of their houses they will kill each other (also taking an argument to the extreme and then mocking it)
· Ad hominem: attacking the person not the idea
· Appeal to authority: just because they are Muslim doesn’t mean they know more about Islam than you do
· Straw man: Telling your opponent what they think and then telling them why that is wrong
· No True Scotsman – excluding people you don’t like (like terrorists) so you don’t have to explain the behaviour of Muslims
· False analogy – creating an analogy or metaphor then extending it to prove one’s point (Ray Kurzweil)
· Correlation does not equal causation – pirates and global warming
· Negative proof – arguing that something must exist because there is no evidence it doesn’t
Catch all arguments
· So many different religions – most must be wrong
· All these people have the same transcendental experiences – and so do people on drugs
· Carl Sagan “extraordinary claims”
· Christopher Hitchens “name one act that has been performed by a religious person but not an atheist? How about the other way round?”
· “If you gave Falwell an enema…”
Philosophy
Pascal’s Wager
· It’s better to believe than not-believe
· You lose something – your time and money
· You have to pick the right religion
· It’s just stupid
Cosmological argument
· Also known as the cosmological argument, first cause, prime mover
· “Something must have caused the universe, what else could it be except God?”
· If true, something must have caused God
· This is the entire basis of the God Delusion
· “God doesn’t need a creator”
· The cause and effect laws may only apply inside the universe which the creation of the universe did not happen in
· As we can't prove they apply outside the universe, this clearly isn't evidence of God's existence
· Even if there was a first cause, this isn’t evidence it was god
Teleological argument
· Also known as the argument from design or complex universe
· “The universe is so complex that it must have been created”
· “If you were walking down a beach and you saw a pocket watch…”
· If you were watching BBC3’s Snog Marry Avoid you would assume it had no intelligent creator
· This statement implies that complexity implies design OR god
· Also argument from poor design (blind spot, organs)
· If God created the universe, God must therefore be more complex than the universe and therefore something must have created God
Fine tuned constants
· “The constants are exactly perfect for human life”
· You can’t look at the result and ask what the odds are
· What are the constants probabilities anyway?
· Maybe it would work with other values
· Multiverse theory, but that isn’t science
Ontological Arguments
· “God is the most perfect being and a being that exists is more perfect than one that doesn't so God must exist”
· Existence is not necessarily any better than non-existence
· Even if true, it does not imply existence as it's still a man made concept
· Perfection is relative
Free will
· Argument from free will claims that the idea of free will and the idea of an all knowing god is incompatible
· This is important as god made us all atheists
· What if we don’t have free will?
Religion
God exists
· Ask them to define god
· Which god? Probability of one specific one being there is pretty low
· Can God create a rock so big he can't pick it up (he can only do one so he can't be all powerful)
· Argument from inconsistent revelations, even within the same scripture
· The problem of evil
· Argument from non-belief – why does no one believe?
· Russell’s tea pot
· Occam’s razor
Jesus existed
· “Jesus existed, there is more evidence for Jesus than Caesar”
· The only first hand evidence for Jesus is the Bible
· No 3rd party evidence was written until hundreds of years after Jesus died
· Gospels were only written 50 years after Jesus died
· No original documents of the scriptures exist from the actual time period
· We have Caesar's own writings
· We have first hand accounts of Caesar
Mad, bad or god
· “Jesus was either crazy, a liar or he genuinely was God”
· Example of false dilemma
· Or he was simply mistaken
· Or he never existed
· Or he never claimed to be God
Jesus’s story is unique
· The hero pattern
· 22 generic characteristics, Jesus scores 18, not the highest, but quite good
· Mithras, Dionysus, Heracles, King Arthur, even Harry Potter
The New Testament
· “The New Testament is a purely positive source of morality”
· Jesus withers a fig tree, Mark 11:12-14
· “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out.”
· Mark 9:42
· Human interpretation
Source of morals
· “Where do we get our morals from if not from the Bible?”
· There are a number of possible sources
· Jainism set down a set of morals in the 6th century BC (two thousand years before the world was created according to fundamental Christians incidentally)
· They can cherry pick the right morals out of the BIble
· “Why do you not kill and rape everyone?”
· Christians make up 75% of the US population and 75% of the US prison population. Atheists make up 10% of the US population and 0.2% of the US prison population. Christian morality in action?
Religion is a force for good
· Religions are rubbish – oppressing women, homosexuals, spreading AIDS, etc
· Inquisition, Witch Trials, Crusades
· All sourced in scripture
Godwin’s law
· Hitler was an atheist, as was Stalin
· Hitler wasn’t an atheist, he wrote regularly in his diaries that god told him to kill the Jews
· Stalin thought of himself as a god
· They didn’t do it in the name of atheism
· Hitler was also a vegetarian
Science
Evolution
· Should we even debate evolution?
· Why isn’t it happening now?
· Well, it is
· Rats are a good example, viruses too
· Evolution takes time
· Common ancestry
Evolution again
· “There are the transitional fossils?”
· Everything is a transitional fossil
· Archaeopteryx, duck billed platypus
· “What about the gaps in the fossil records?”
· There are no gaps any more
· What exactly is a perfect fossil record anyway?
Intelligent design is a science
· The only thing clever is the names
· We shouldn’t teach it – FSM
· There are virtually no peer reviewed papers
· C4ID have published no research according to Stuart Richie
· “Teach the Controversy”
Islam predicted science
· Islam said what a foetus would look like
· But it described a piece of chewing cum
· There would have been miscarriages and still births
· Twisting words, the moon as “the light”
Richard Dawkins
· Richard Dawkins is a bad man and the God Delusion was rubbish
· God Delusion was a popular treatment
· We don’t have to defend Dawkins
· There is no atheist creed for atheism
· He is just a nice guy anyway, he just talks
Conclusion
· Talking to religious people is probably a lost cause
· But you get success from time to time – Mormon from CU debate
· Aubrey quote on how we can’t do anything, but we must try
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