The Atheist Responses
Introduction
· Hello, I’m Chris Worfolk
· Atheist CV
· Mention how many talks I’m doing at the moment
About CWF
· What CWF is
· Some of the stuff we do
· You can get involved
My background
· My background with the Christian Union
· How nice they are to mean compared with Michelle
· Rock Church and preaching from The Message
Pure course
· A course on sex and relationships
· Because if there is one group of people qualified to talk about sex
· Resulted in many Christian Union’s being kicked off campus
· As a result, we’re developing Impure
The talk
· Differs from my regular “Debating the Theists” talk
· Gave it in Durham, pies and textiles jokes didn’t work well up there
· So today I will look at specific arguments
· And answer them from famous atheists
You can’t reason with people
· You can’t reason with irrational people
· Rich Rodriquez: “It’s difficult to reason people out of a position they didn’t reason themselves into.”
· Emotive arguments
· Sometimes, just let them speak (Nick Griffin on Question Time)
· Just date them
Just date them instead
· I really do love talking about Jesus
· Two angles you can play
· Atheist, turning Christian
· Or homosexual needing help
· Which of course doesn’t exist…
True Freedom Trust
· Explain what the Tree Freedom Trust is
· Ted Haggard
· Male prostitute and drugs
· I wrote him a letter
Religion is worth consideration
· Actually, you can just dismiss it
· Christopher Hitchens: “What can be asserted without evidence can be dismissed without evidence.”
· Though that’s only the second best Hitchens quote
Anecdotes aren’t arguments
· You can’t give silly examples and say it happened
· Probably best to say you can’t explain it because you don’t have the facts
You can’t prove God doesn’t exist
· Pat Condell: “Prove god doesn’t exist.” “That’s a tough one. Tell me how you did it with Zeus and Apollo and I’ll use your method.”
· Occam’s razor
· Russell’s tea pot
· Delos B. McKown: “The invisible and the non-existent look very much alike.”
What would it take for you to believe in god?
· Some evidence
· But this isn’t how science works
· See Pat Condell quote above
· It would take the same as it would take a Christian to accept Zeus
· Stephen Roberts: “I contend we are both atheists, I just believe in one fewer god than you do.”
Atheism is a religion
· “If atheism is a religion, then not playing cards is a hobby”
· Cark Adams: “If atheism is a religion, then health is a disease!”
Isn’t it better to be agnostic?
· Douglas Adams: “People will then often say ‘but surely it’s better to remain an agnostic just in case?’ This, to me, suggests such a level of silliness and muddle that I usually edge out of the conversation.”
· Atheists are agnostics
· Nobody lives their life as an agnostic
Faith is a virtue
· As if being an idiot is something to be proud of
· Edith Witwell: “I am patient with stupidity, but not with people who are proud of it.”
· Voltaire: “Those who believe in absurdities will commit atrocities.”
· “Blind faith is an ironic gift to return the creator of human intelligence.”
· “Galileo Galilei: “I do not think it is necessary to believe that the same God who has given us our senses, reason, and intelligence wished us to abandon their use, giving us by some other means the information that we could gain through them.”
I know god is there, he talks to me
· Lots of gods talk to lots of people, different gods
· Robert Pirsig: “When one person suffers from a delusion, it is called insanity. When many people suffer from a delusion it’s called religion.”
· “George Bush says he speaks to God every day, and Christians love him for it. If George Bush said he spoke to God through a hair dryer, they would think he was mad. I fail to see how the addition of the hair dryer makes it any more absurd.”
· My t-shirt said “God isn’t there – he told me.”
Atheism is arrogant
· Richard Dawkins and Andrew Copson is, because they went to Oxford, because they are smarter than religious people
· Atheists might be arrogant – but not as arrogant as religious people
· Terry Pratchett: “The presence of those seeking the truth is infinitely preferred to the presense of those who think they have found it.”
· “God made me an atheist, who are you to question his wisdom?”
Isn’t it depressing to be an atheist?
· Mark Twain: “I do not fear death, in view of the fact that I have been dead for billions and billions of years before I was born, and ad not suffered the slightest inconvenience from it.”
· No, we need to make the most of our one life
· But it doesn’t affect the truth anyway
God is all you need
· You’re not strong enough to make it on your own
· Mike Lake: “an atheist is someone who has no emotional need for religion.”
· Russian proverb: “Pray to god, but keep rowing to shore.”
· Gustaf Lindborg: “The sailor does not pray for wind, he learns to sail.”
You have to respect my religion
· Religion is a choice that you chose to believe in
· We don’t respect it in any other field of discourse
· We don’t respect Nick Griffin for being a racist
· Religious people are racist, and sexist and generally cunts
· H. L. Mencken: “We must respect the other fellow’s religion, but only in the sense and to the extent that we respect his theory that his wife is beautiful.”
Religious people are happier
· It might be nice to think god is looking after you but it doesn’t effect the truth!
· George Bernard Shore: “The fact that a believer is happier than a skeptic is no more to the point than the fact that a drunken main is happier than a sober one.”
Christianity makes you question things
· Bertrand Russell: “So far as I can remember, there is not one word in the Gospels in praise of intelligence.”
· “You could spend a lifetime studying religion, study two and you will be done within the hour.”
· Issac Asimov: “Properly read, the Bible is the most potent force for atheism ever conceived.”
We’re all sinners
· Gene Roddenberry: “We must question the story logic of having an all knowing all powerful God, who creates faulty Humans, and then blames them for his own mistakes.”
· And this coming from the man behind Star Trek IV
Mad, bad or liar
· “Jesus was either crazy, a liar or he genuinely was God”
· Example of a false dilemma (well, trilemma)
· Or he was simply mistaken
· Or never existed
· Or never claimed to be god
Jesus’s story is unique
· The hero pattern
· 22 generic characteristics
· Jesus scores 18, not the highest, but quite good
· Mthras, Dionysuys, Heracles, King Arthur, even Harry Potter
Religion proves a moral basis
· Mark Twain: “It aint the parts of the Bible I can’t understand that bother me, it is the parts that I do understand.”
· George Carlin: “I would never want to be a member of a group whose symbol was a guy nailed to two pieces of wood.”
· Robert M Price: “Who needs Satan when you have a God like this?”
· Steven Weinberg: “With or without religion, you would have good people doing good things and evil people doing evil things. But for good people to do evil things, that takes religion.”
· John Stewart: “Religion. It proves hope for people in a world torn apart by religion.”
· Pascal: “Men never commit evil so fully and joyfully as when they do it for religious convictions.”
You need religion for morality
· It’s not moral if you’re doing it for a reward
· Albert Einstein: “A man’s ethical behaviour should be based effectually on sympathy, education and social ties; no religious basis is necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained by fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.”
Bad people were atheists
· Hitler and Stalin were atheists
· Hilter wasn’t an atheist, he wrote regularly in his diaries that God told him to kill the Jews
· Stalin thought of himself as a God
· They didn’t do it in the name of atheism
· Hitler was also a vegetarian
Prayer works
· George Carlin: “Interesting enough, I found that the prayers I offer to the sun and the prayers I formally offered to God are all answered at about the same 50% rate”
· “Two hands working can do more than a thousand clasped in prayer”
· Endless studies have shown intercessory prayer doesn’t work
· 2001 British Medical Journal
· 2003 Duke University Medical Center
· 2006 American Heart Journal
· 2007 Journal of Behavioural Medicine
The universe is obviously designed
· Argument from design or teleological argument
· You were walking down a beach and saw a pocket watch
· If you saw BBC3’s Snog Marry Avoid you would assume it didn’t have an intelligent creator
· Complexity doesn’t imply design
· Also the argument from bad design (blind spot, organs, etc)
· Recursive god argument – and that is the God Delusion in one sentence
Evolution
· Should we even debate evolution?
· Why isn’t it happening now?
· Well, it is
· Rats are a good example, viruses too
· Evolution takes time
· Common ancestry
Evolution again
· “There are the transitional fossils?”
· Everything is a transitional fossil
· Archaeopteryx, duck billed platypus
· “What about the gaps in the fossil records?”
· There are no gaps any more
· What exactly is a perfect fossil record anyway?
Intelligent design
· Judith Hayes: “If we are going to teach creationism as an alternative to evolution, then we should also teach the stork theory as an alternative to biological evolution.”
· Intelligent design is the same thing
· C4ID have nobody who has ever published any related research
The Qur’an predicted science
· Islam predicted what a foetus would look like
· But it described a piece of chewing gum
· It also describes the Moon as “the light”
· Taslima Nasrin: “Koranic teaching still insists the Sun moves around the Earth. How can we advance when they have teachings like this?”
Top 5 funny quotes
· Superintendent Chalmers: “Prayer has no place in a public schools, just like factors have no place within organised religion.”
· Richard Jeni: “You’re basically killing each other to see who’s got the better imaginary friend.”
· Doug McLeod: “I still say a church with a steeple with a lightening rod on top shows a lack of confidence.”
· Emo Philips: “When I was a kid I used to pray every night for a bicycle. Then I realised that the Lord didn’t work that way so I stole one and asked Him to forgive me.”
George Carlin
· Think about it. Religion has actually convinced people that there's an invisible man -- living in the sky -- who watches everything you do, every minute of every day. And the invisible man has a special list of ten things he does not want you to do. And if you do any of these ten things, he has a special place, full of fire and smoke and burning and torture and anguish, where he will send you to live and suffer and burn and choke and scream and cry forever and ever 'til the end of time! But He loves you.
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