New Atheism

Introduction

· What is it?

· It's a movement

· Evangelical atheism

· It’s about sharing out beliefs

· We want to tell the world “religion is stupid”

· Not all atheists believe this, some hate it

History

· It’s relatively new at least in any form of size

· Term popularized and possibly coined by Wired, November 2006 “The Church of the Non-Believers”

· Thomas Huxley was evangelizing back in the 19th century

Why is it needed?

· Because religion is stupid

· Freedom of speech reminder

· Problems caused by religion

· Fighting back with words and ideas

Our champions

· Richard Dawkins

· Evolutionary biologist

· Public Understanding of Science at Oxford University

· Doctor of Science and Doctor of Philosophy

· Sam Harris
· Award winning writer

· Undergraduate degree in philosophy

· Currently doing a PhD in neuroscience

Conclusion

· It’s about sharing beliefs

· It’s what we’re doing this week

· Any questions?

