Notes
Introduce self, talk about society. 

Slide 1
Atheism is ….

Atheism isn’t Satanism, baby eating or the worship of Richard Dawkins. 

Agnosticism separable from atheism. 

Booklet talks about positive and negative atheism. Some atheist certain but most atheist will allow for a small chance. 
Russells teapot

Slide 2
First documented atheist philosopher was Diagoras of Melos,

Diagoras was on a ship in hard weather, and the crew thought that they had brought it on themselves by taking this ungodly man onboard. He then wondered if the other boats out in the same storm also had a Diagoras onboard.
Other Greeks -  Empiricus, Democritus, 

Dark ages stamped out atheism, fear of church etc. 

French Revolution – Rejection of the monarchy, always associated with the church and god. 

Victorian period – more public awareness of science   leads to next slide. 
Slide 3
Science and religion aren’t mutually exclusive. Many scientist are religious. However faith is the opposite of science. 

The scientific method is the process of investigating phenomena, making observations and drawing conclusions. 

Table

Beliefs are sliding scale between science and faith. Religious people not necessarily on the faith end and many reconcile their beliefs in the face of science. 

Slide 4

Theory of earth being flat. They all laughed at Christopher Columbus when he said the earth was round, Frank Sinatra. Blasphemy at the time. 
Qu’ran – whole world laid out before him like a carpet. 

Galileo, trialled for saying that the earth went around the sun. Had to revoke his statement but said, "Eppur si muove", and yet it moves. 

Theory of evolution. 1859 On the origin of Species released, 20 years of work.   Indisputable evidence.  Only a theory in the same sense as gravity. 

Theory - a coherent group of general propositions used as principles of explanation for a class of phenomena. Phenomena – species change over time, Theory – evolution / natural selection. 

Creationism is wrong, smarter religious people reconcile beliefs. 

Why are there still monkeys?
Dawkins – openly attacked religion in the god delusion. People loose sight of his passion for science in his loathing of religion. Dawkins believes that science is much more brilliant then faith based explanations of the world. 

Douglas Adams – Hitchhikers guide to the galaxy.

Compare god made world and people with big bang-evolution.

People turn away from religious doctrines when faced with rational empirical scientific evidence.
Can religion adapt – depends on how you interpret your text. 

Slide 5
In philosophy, "empiricism" is a theory of knowledge that asserts that knowledge arises from sense experience.
Empirism slightly different from rationality but related. 
Reason week. 

Russels teapot, FSM, etc.

Hume “When anyone tells me, that he saw a dead man restored to life, I immediately consider with myself, whether it be more probable, that this person should either deceive or be deceived, or that the fact, which he relates, should really have happened. I weigh the one miracle against the other; and according to the superiority, which I discover, I pronounce my decision, and always reject the greater miracle. If the falsehood of his testimony would be more miraculous, than the event which he relates; then, and not till then, can he pretend to command my belief or opinion.”

Slide 6

Evil – what is evil, is God really good (Abraham). Omnipotent, omnipresent.  Poems. 
Marx  encouraged people to turn from religion as it suppressed them from uprising.
Morals derived from God – bollocks, we create our own morals, bible incites rape incest genocide etc. Story of lot. Pillar of salt. 

Book of the time with some good morals. 

Evolution creates altruism. 
Humanism, humanist values, caring for other people. 
Morale absolutes, question for philosophy
Slide 7
People beginning to recognise other religions.  Vast amount of gods. Don’t just choose what you have been taught, religion depends on culture and shapes people to its ways, 
Slide 10
Death of God. Nice philosophers in booklet. My opinion is that religion is becoming increasingly less necessary in the world we live in. Things which were once explained by religion are now explained by science (rising sun, cause of disease, story of creation.)

Also religion can often have a negative effect on society. Secularism is the concept that government or other entities should exist separately from religion and/or religious beliefs. Not an argument that religion is wrong.

When people refuse to marry two homosexuals in a REGISTRY office,  when women are suppressed and force to wear burkhas because of religion allowing men to be superior. When the pope tells people in Africa that condoms increase the spread of Aids. NOT GOOD ENOUGH.  Why societies such as NSS are working to bring public awareness on the matter. 

Slide 11

Science and religion, scientists don’t take things on faith although some are religious. Got to decide for oneself how adaptable the views are. 

Hitler, Stalin. 

People once again moving from science, leads to dangerous new spirituality, Homeopathy, fad diets etc. 

Religious pluralism, Bai hai, message of books is one true god. 

To do:

Look up sadam quote
Problems with atheism. 
