INSIDE THE
EVANGELICALS LAIR

My experiences with the Christian Union




INTRODUCGTION

Chnis Wortolk

Actually, 1t’s Rev Chris
Wortolk

Great for dinner
reservations
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PERSONALITY

I think 1t’s really
important to be humble
enough to admit you
are wrong

Because ultimately 1t
makes your life easier
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ATHEIST GV

Founder of Leeds
Atheist Society

Trustee of the AHS
Head of Leeds Skeptics
Co-tfounder of the

Humanist Action

Group
Head of CWEFE
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THE TALK

Chnstian Union

Their activities on
campus

How they operate
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
THE GCHRISTIAN

UNION MOVEMEN'T




HISTORICAL CONTEX'T

SCM of GB was
founded 1n 1889

6 years later the WSCF

came 1nto existence

And the movement
prospered
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NATURAL SELECTION

=t Nature 1s a cruel
mistress

) 'T'’he more evangelical

Christtan Union ; N .
movement came along = J
> And that was the end of

that | (\\
L NeNLS




CU ON THE CU

t¢ Back in the day at
Cambridge University

't In 1919 Norman
Grubb got a message

# God told him to go out
and witness to other
students on campus
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SECULAR HISTORY

Norman Grubb
disathhates CICCU
from SCM

Oxtord and other

groups soon follow

In 1928 the Inter
Varsity Fellowship

arrives
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LEGACY OF THE CGU

2 In 1947 1t became a
founding member of
the International
Federation

12 350 GUs 1n the UK

sie 20,000 students
involved (10-15
according to Wikipedia)
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MEANWHILE, HERE IN

THE CURRENT DAY




MEANWHILE

THE END of FRITH

RELIGION, TERROR, AND
THE FUTURE OF REASON

¢ Back in my life...

Religious experiences
that just didn’t click

Sam Harris’s The End
ol Faith
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SCIENTOLOGY

Filing lawsuits against
anyone who disagrees

“We’re not a bend over
and take 1t religion™

Unlike the CGatholics
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SOME TIME LATER

In 2005 1 enrolled on

Computer Science at
University of Leeds

And tried to found the
World Domination
Soclety
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UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS

Russell Group

university

Ranked 99th 1n the

world

33,000 students

Best student union
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Hundreds of societies

J-Soc and ISoc run the

student politics

And control the voting
blocks

'The CU has 300

members and 5
churches to fund 1t
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ATHEIST SOCIETY

Founded in December

2006

< Launch party held 1n

January

\9/

’* We began running
regular meetings
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GROWTH OF LAS

By the end of 2008 we
had 100 members

We run 4-5 events per
week

Most active free

thinking student society
in the UK

Founding member of

the AHS
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PIONEERING EVENTS

¢ One lLafe, Perspective
and Answers

’¢ Galileo Day holiday
s Weekend Away and

summer camping

s> Reason Week




INTERFAI'TH WORK

Interfaith panels
Perspective course

Debates

Socials
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MEETING THE CU

The GU were very
receptive to the 1dea of
intertaith events

It gave me a unique
relationship with them

Other societies were not
quite as nice
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THE ISLAMIC SOCIETY

’¢ 'hings were rocky from
the start

st I'll Mock Muhammad
It I Want 1o

% We tried to ban their
meat, and they finally
started talking to us...

st ...which didn’t end well




FIRST DATES

We had lots of debates
with the Christian
Union

[ did Christianity
Explored, twice

Mission Week, lunches
Bible study, church

Even House Party

Sunday, 27 June 2010



SO, WHO ARE THE

CHRISTIAN UNION?
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Big, organised and well

tunded
300 members, 8-10

strong committee

At very least they are
working on five figure

budget




A WEEK IN THE LIFE

Monday: Ignite

Tuesday: Prayer
Wednesday: Cells

T'hursday: Intercessory

Friday: First Contact,
Street Lights
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JUST IMAGINE

It’s freshers’ week, first
time away from home

It’s scary, there are lots
of new people

You'’re an academic and
therefore not outgoing

It only someone would
offer you a cup of tea

Sunday, 27 June 2010



A WORLD AWAY

Even more, imagine 1f
you are an international
student

Luckily the university
have an international
freshers’ week

And the CU run The

Living Room cate, jazz
cafe, trips and more
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HOME AWAY FROM

Everyone 1s just too
friendly for 1t to be real

Your local hall with
have a “Cell”

Everyone has personal
relationships and
meetups

Not to mention the
buddy system
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EVANGELISING

¢ Christianity Explored
i« Iirst Gontact
< Streethights

¢ Lunch bars

> And of course Mission

Week...
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MISSION WEEK

A week long massive
evangelism event run
every year

They erect a marquee
opposite the union and
Invite everyone in

Luring people in with
free food and drink
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HOUSE PARTY

A weekend away 1n the

border of Wales
In the middle of

nowhere

No chance to escape -
from the tun!

Group hysteria
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PERSONALITIES IN THE

CHRISTIAN UNION




JENNIFER

My best friend
Used to be such a

ocoody two-shoes

T'hen we got to her...
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JENNIFER

Used to be depressed,
then the CU at her 6th

form found her

By the time she was at
uni she was doing GU 6

nights a week

But 1t didn’t last
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CARL

Former evangelical sec

Who 1s now married -
there 1s no justice

Interestingly God gave
him his wife’s name
betore he met her

He also gives very
Interesting exam
answers
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Faith healer
She told us she could

show us God’s work 1n
action

And boy, does he work

In an interesting way




CHRIS

Really nice, down to
earth guy

Studying geography

Physical geography

You know, the kind that
1s basically about how
old the world 1s
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SO, WHAT IS WRONG
WITH THE CHRISTIAN

UNION?




CONSEQUENCES

Praying on vulnerable
students

Controlling the lives of
their members

Mixing social
interaction with religion
(as churches do already
of course)
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DEMOCRACY

I was told I couldn’t é
sign up because I had to ?\

sign the “statement of

Izpmase

Many CGUs have been
disathhiated because
they won’t let anyone
run for election
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THE PURE COURSE

A course about sex and
relationships

Tells you who you
should and shouldn’t go
out with

Openly talks against
homosexuality

And has all the answers
already written down

1o consider the questions about the passages

_

20 minutes
0 expiore the way we are changed by Jesus

ent
some.

der gags (one for the boys, one for the girls-
the gender gags appendix).

Ephesians 2:11-18

Rt efects does Jesus' death on the cross have
wr relationships with God and with each other?
| pages 65-68 in Pure.) Ask the group for their
5. You will want to touch on:

| God:

Jesus) suffered himself the consequences of
lailure to keep God's word and cbey him {(v15).
result is that the barrier between us and God
been removed (v16). We are brought near (v13).
| @ach other:

pre made into one new humanity living in peace
)

sians 3:1-11

} God reversing the wagamama principle? Ask
wp for their ideas. You will want to touch on:
05 5-10: Here s our reason for doing Pure! As
stians we am being “renewed In knowledge” of
Creator. As we grow in knowledge of his Word,
} changing us 1o become the pecple he

[= 03_PURE_Planets_LOR pdf (page 2 of 3)

-

Time: 20 minutes

Aim: To get the group thinking about how to best
protect and serve one another as boys and gir's in the
new community relating together.

Content

Spit the boys and the girs - the female leader should

QO with the girls and the male leader with the boys.

Get both groups to discuss: In the CU/church/youth

group etc, how can we treat each other better as

brothers and sisters in this restored community? What
does this look Mwe? Are we loving each other well?

Questions to discuss ...

* What do we want 10 thank and commend the
girs/guys for doing well (in terms of treating us ke
brothers/sisters)?

* What do we want {0 ask the giris/guys to think
about or be carefud about when relating %o us
guys/giris?

¢ Starter ideas can be found on pages 72-75 in Pure.
Get them to be as specific as possible! Below are
the kind of responses you may find are given.

Hey Brother... (What the girls said)
Thank you, guys!
¢ Thanks for walking us home at night in groups. We

won't get the wrong idea and think you fancy us, it
means we get home safely.

* When we ask for your opinion, you actually tel us
what you think. Thanks for being honest!
¢ Thanks for taking the initiative in doing the hard




WHAT THE GIRLS SAID

'T'’hanks for walking us home at night. We won’t get the

wrong 1c

ea and think you fancy us. It means we get

home sa;

ely.

i When we ask for your opinion, you actually tell us
what you think. Thanks for being honest!
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T'’hanks for taking the initiative in doing the hard

physical

meeting)

work (e.g. stacking chairs at the end of a




WHAT THE BOYS SAID
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We love 1t when you make us any manner ot food or

cake!

Be caretul how you hug us — we find a side hug much
more helptul for our thought lives than a front hug!

Be caretul how you dress. Guys are often more turned
on by sight, so i1t doesn’t help us to live Ghristianly 1t
you wear short skirts, show us your midrift or

shoulders. Please don’t -
either. T'hey might just
but to us, they’re a who

nave your bra straps on show,
be unexciting bra straps to you,

e different kettle of fish!




UCCF INFLUENCE

uccfithechristianunions oo e T sonrn

Students reaching students .
the top 3 -
’ - We are students, staff and
J° supporters working together

CUs Regionally { through Christian Unions in
L ' Colleges and Universities to

make disciples of Jesus
Christ in the student world.

Massive support from

And massive policy too

Committee training in
which people are told
“you will drop a degree
classification doing this”

02079 UCCF The Onintian Uninrm, Reghtersd Charity mumbar 3041 10
Pama | SO wa | COIRCT | aime padcy
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CONCLUSION

Christian Uni()n’s have JVERSITY UINION ISLAMIC SOCIETY Presents
been evangelising for
decades

And they have 1t down
o,z 0

In recent times 1t has 20th Feb i gl
rauee oot te the‘union W'dnrisli?s;,;‘;i::“ nd i:jl

started spreading to .
other groups too |
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