Inside the Mind of an Animal
Introduction
Talk content
· Bit more serious, fewer puns
· Serious talk on mice, pigs and sheep
· So no more bah-d jokes
Oxford
· Down in Oxford last weekend
· For the AHS conference
· Picked up a copy of “The Message”
· Luke 3:14
Introduction
· Human beings are conscious
· Human beings are animals
· Are animals conscious?
· Yes, obviously
Why is it important?
· From an atheist world view, we expect animals to be smart
· From a theist world view, we don’t
Science
Are animals conscious?
· Yes
· Just look around you
· We’re all animals whether you’re a human, bear, fish or hobbit
Definitions
· Consciousness is “subjective experience or awareness or wakefulness or the executive control system of the mind”
· “Sentience” is the ability to feel or perceive subjectively
Consciousness
· What is it?
· Horizon said they didn’t really know
· It’s a great mystery like why Nicola is still alive
· There is no clear definition nor test
· Turing test
The mirror test
· Stick a spot on their face, see if they notice
· Children can’t do it, neither can dogs
· Chimps, and even cats, can
So, what can we look for?
· We can look at language and social structure
· We can see if they recognise themselves
· We can see if they can conceptual problems
· Do they express emotions such as empathy?
Examples
Dolphins
· Very intelligent species – actually 40 of them
· They live in pods of up to 12 dolphins
· Sometimes they even unite into superpods of up to 1,000
· They will stay will ill relatives and nurse them better – Davidson College research from 2001
· Altruism
· They also help other species from time to time
Dolphin society
· Dolphins have rape as a crime
· They have a language consisting of clicks, whistles and burst-pulsed sounds
· Dolphin Communication Project found that some have signature whistles to identify themselves - names
Dolphin culture
· They use tools
· Uses sponges to cover their snouts to protect them while foraging for food
· They even teach their young to use tools – Australian National Academy of Sciences
Orangutans
· They’re bigger than other great apes
· They have longer arms
· As early as 96 papers have been published on the manufacture of tools
Tool manufacturer
· It’s just just picking up a stick
· You have to identify a problem, work out how to solve it, then make a tool that will solve it
· You have to conceptualise the problem in your head
· They also found evidence of basic scientific experimentation and refinement
Chimps
· Very social – live in groups of 20-150, but spend most of their time travelling in small groups
· Chimp tool usage dates back over 4000 years!
· Also organised – they have territory and they patrol the borders
· Compete for social status
· They also comfort the loser of leadership roles
Gorilla
· Wildlife Conservation Society found a gorilla using a stick to gauge the dpeth of water whilst crossing a swamp
Bonobo
· Frans de Waal
· Richard Dawkins of primatologists
· Said they were capable of “altruism, compassion, empathy, kindness, patience and sensitivity”
· Resolve conflicts with sexual contact – “make love not war”
· Matriarchal culture
· They use a mixture of talking, hand gestures and facial expressions
Conclusions
Back to the original test
· Animals have language – this requires them to be pretty clever
· They have emotions – they console the loser
· They have tool manufacturing and conceptualising problems
· They have societies, with rules and an education system
· Which is more than can be said for the Labour government
Therefore
· Yes, the smart animals have everything we have
· They must be conscious, on some level
· Which is what we would expect from an evolution
· It’s all a sliding scale
Consequences
Can animals have rights?
· Yes, of course
· You don’t need responsibilities to have rights
Ants
· Ants are completely autonomous
· And not really that intelligent
Why ignoring animals is bad
· It’s speciest
· Worst of all, it makes no sense in a humanist world view
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