PA System Safety

Speaker placement

Placing input devices such as microphones and to a lesser extent computers and mixers in the path of the speaker causes the speaker output to loop back into the input and decent into an infinite loop where the noise becomes louder and louder. Bad situation.

Also make sure that any kind of built in microphone on computers and music players is turned off as that can do the same thing as regular microphones and cause large amounts of feedback.

Switching it on

Always switch the amplifier on last and switch it off first.

This is because when you switch something like the mixer or an input device on it can send large amounts of current down the line which if the amplifier is turned on will then relay through the speakers and make a rather loud noise which can damage the equipment (and potentially people’s hearing).

Amplifier inputs and outputs

Check the labelling on the back of an amplifier for the set of inputs and outputs. Connecting an input device such as a microphone to an amplifier output will result in the microphone having large amounts of energy output to it, considerably more than a plug socket so if you then touch it, you’re basically going to die.

