	Atheist Society
	Annual Report 2008


[image: image14.jpg]The’re is .?
B 7 1

o






[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.jpg]






 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://profile.ak.facebook.com/object2/132/122/n13221707645_4861.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
[image: image6.jpg]Rationalis (iaa]





 HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=37995050&id=197803802&op=1&view=all&subj=2213122870&aid=-1&oid=2213122870" 
[image: image7.jpg]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=37995051&id=197803802&op=1&view=all&subj=2213122870&aid=-1&oid=2213122870" 
[image: image8.jpg]




	President’s Foreword
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Welcome to the 2008 annual report. It is hard to believe that Atheist Society is already heading towards its third year yet here we are, entering a whole new chapter in the society’s history. As of the end of this term I will be stepping down as president of the society, handing over leadership to a new generation which I am sure will continue to hold on the success we have already achieved in the first two years. I would like to take this opportunity to wish the new committee all the best in running the society and would like to thank all our members for making my time as president by far my most memorable experience at university. Below is an outline of the activities we have undetaken this year and I think you will agree with me that we now have a strong foundation on which to build a bright future.
	Activities Report

	


This year we have continued to build on the success achieved since the society’s conception in 2006. This was our first fully academic year in existence as can be seen by the successful increase in membership figures, involvement of undergraduates and events we have staged.

As well as our regular Tuesday night meetings we also held a series of lunch time talks during the first term, several socials throughout the year including our Winter Solstice Meal, Rocky Horror Night and School Disco and many other events. Some of our most prominent events are outlined below.

At the end of last year we published the Atheist Society Strategic Plan outlining what we wished to achieve in 2008. Having only reached April we are well on our way to achieving many of these goals. There is a discussion of this below also.
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Atheist Week 2007

Based on a lack of activities in the first term and a desire to separate some of our content on atheism from Rationalist Week we launched a first term flagship event in November entitled “Atheist Week.” This was held in the Riley Smith Hall and featured content more orientated to promoting atheist thinking rather than rationalism.

While this event was generally well received it suffered from a lack of attendance as it suffered from a lack of being as “in your face” as Rationalist Week’s presence outside of the union.
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Weekend in London

At the end of November we launched our first annual weekend away taking society members to London for three days. Billed as “the cheapest weekend in London you’ll ever get” it offered a trip to the capital for just £55 per person.

Activities included a tour to Conway Hall, home to the South Place Ethical Society and largest atheist library in the world, a visit to Speakers’ Corner to debate with the religious nuts that preach there and a wild night at Sin City at London’s famous Electric Ballroom.

Next year we are planning to invite the other atheist and secular societies from campuses across the UK to join us for a weekend of non-believer madness.
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Darwin Day 2008

Darwin Day, the celebration of the anniversary of Charles Darwin’s birth has a special place in many society member’s hearts as it was the first special event staged by the society after our conception in December 2006.

Building on Darwin Day 2007, for our 2008 event we staged a celebration both inside and outside the union including talking to people all day, selling evolution cakes and featuring a talk by secretary Norman Ralph on how and why society evolved.

Darwin Day 2009 will mark Darwin’s 200th birthday and so we are planning a very special celebration for next year.

[image: image12.jpg]= letll




One life

One of the things we have become aware of from running the society over these past two years is that non-believers have similar needs to believers – we both want to discuss things like how to live, what is right and wrong and what life is all about.

Currently though this is an area monopolised by religion. As a result we developed the One Life course, a group which held weekly sessions to talk about different topics such as the meaning of life and how ethics applied to our lives.

The course was well received and attracted many non-society members. It was developed alongside the Chris Worfolk Foundation who are now working to package the course into something which can be run by other secular societies around the country.
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Our yearly flagship event is Rationalist Week, a weeklong celebration of science and reason. Held the first week back after Easter each year, Rationalist Week 2008 built on the experience we had gained from our previous awareness weeks in order to successfully produce the biggest event the society has ever done.

With a total of 22 events including talks, debates and socials highlights of the week included a debate with the Christian Union, guest speaker Mike Lake from the Derbyshire Secularist & Humanist Society, Dr. Gijsbert Stoet’s talk on the problem with agnosticism and all night debate running until 4am on Friday night.

Strategic Plan

At our 2007 Winter Solstice meal we unveiled our “Strategic Plan 2008” in which we detailed how we would aim to improve the society throughout 2008.

We have already hit our targets to bring the membership up to 50, improved the advanced notice of events via the mailing list and Facebook group, attracted at least 10 people to our Give It A Go event, begun releasing our presentations via the website, published more of our talks on YouTube, brought in multiple guest speakers for Rationalist Week and implemented at least one non-alcohol based social per term.

Throughout the rest of this year we aim to implement new procedures for running our weekly meetings and promoting our events, launch a society merch store and publish a DVD of our best events.

	Financial Report

	


Our current financial position is detailed below. This shows our current assets and debts which on balance has looked better, but managed to fund a fantastic Rationalist Week.

	Assets

Cash in hand

Member donations

Grant account

Sponsorship

Total
	£250.00

£510.00

£500.00

£300.00

£1,560.00
	Debts

Socials

Rationalist Week

Total

Balance
	£310.00

£1,560.00

£1,870.00

-£310.00


	Future Plans

	


While the future of the society is ultimately in the hands of the new committee, the activities for this academic year have not finished yet. Below details some of the plans we have for the rest of the year and beyond.

Strategic Plan

We will endeavour to complete all of the objectives we set out to achieve in the Strategic Plan 2008. We aim to launch the merch store sometime over the summer ready for fresher’s week 2008.

End of Year Ball

One of two remaining socials this year will be a formal ball for society members. Tickets will be available shortly, most likely at a high class venue in the city centre.

Briggate Preaching

Ever get tired of walking through town and hearing people shouting about how much Jesus loves you? We’re tired of it too so we are going to grab our megaphone, head down to the city centre and shout about how there isn’t a god.

National Union

We are currently working with dozens of different atheist, secularist and Humanist societies from across the UK to form a national umbrella organisation representing free thinking campus societies. This organisation will be formalised in June.

Summer Camping Trip

As well as our Weekend in London we are also planning to launch an annual summer camping trip to which we will also be inviting other secular student societies from around the UK to create a national student camping event.

	Society Contacts

	


Atheist Society
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