With both of my parents being atheist, I was lucky enough to be brought up in a family that did not impose any religious views on me during my childhood.  I attended a C of E primary school (purely for the quality of education offered there), but this school was C of E only in the loosest sense;  I have since learnt that the headmaster was pagan!  Perhaps that explains the maypole dancing, harvest festivals and spring fetes that feature so vividly in my memories of this time.  Up until the age of about twelve I diligently joined-in with prayers at school assemblies without really thinking about what I was doing or why I was doing it (I now realise this is exactly what the church intends).  As Dawkins puts it in his latest book I didn’t know I had the option!  At the age of twelve or thirteen I made the decision that, since I didn’t and never had actually believed in a god (and certainly not the invisible sky god that the C of E wanted me to believe in), I would stop praying at assemblies.  Being young and naïve, I half expected some great tragedy to fall on me as punishment for abandoning this god (again, I now realise this is exactly what the church intends) …but it never did and I have never prayed since.
As I have grown older and wiser my atheism has grown stronger and stronger.  Much of this has been down to my interest in science, which demonstrated to me how our universe could have evolved without the need for any super-human intelligence; if the laws of physics are in place, this process will inevitably happen by its own accord.  The same is true for the creation of life and the evolution of complex life forms.  The mysteries of the universe that have historically been answered through religion are now being answered through testable, repeatable scientific enquiry.  In the absence of any non-subjective evidence for the existence of a god, the absence of a god seems the logical conclusion.
Our modern understanding of the universe raises other questions that, in my opinion, expose religion as the suspiciously reassuring, wishful-thinking that it is.  We are now beginning to appreciate how closely-related human beings are to the rest of the animal world.  At the time when many scriptures were written, however, humans considered themselves quite separate from the animal world.  It seems strange, therefore, that all the monotheistic gods also seem to hold this out-dated human view.  It is also strange that one of the main jobs of these gods seems to be answering human prayers, protecting humans, and influencing the world to the benefit of humans.  What sort of god would favour human beings, other than one created by human beings?  It is quite clear to me that these gods have been invented by humans to serve human needs and human insecurities.  The sheer number of different (and totally incompatible) gods that are worshipped today is testament to the fact that humans will believe anything that sooths this very natural insecurity, even when the vast majority of the world do not share that particular belief. 
